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“American- Russian Competition Over Eastern Mediterranean Gas”

Researcher:
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ABSTRACT:

The Eastern Mediterranean has become a growing arena for geopolitical competition between the United States and
Russia, driven by major natural gas discoveries in the waters of countries such as Egypt, Israel, and Cyprus. This competition
goes beyond economic interests to encompass broader strategic stakes related to influencing energy corridors and regional
alliances.

The United States seeks to enhance its influence in the Eastern Mediterranean by supporting regional alliances such
as the East Mediterranean Gas Forum and providing diplomatic and military support to its allies in the region. It also promotes
alternative gas export projects to Europe to reduce Europe's dependence on Russian gas. Russia, in contrast, seeks to maintain
its dominance as a major energy source to Europe and views Europe's attempts to diversify its sources as a threat to its
geopolitical position. Therefore, Russia is closely monitoring developments in the Eastern Mediterranean and seeking to
strengthen its relations with Turkey, Syria, and Lebanon, using diplomatic and military tools to secure a strategic foothold in
the region. Accordingly, this study aims to highlight the role of natural gas discoveries in the Eastern Mediterranean region
in the US-Russian competition over these resources, their respective strategies toward Eastern Mediterranean gas, the role of
these resources in achieving energy security, and their contribution to expanding US-Russian military and political influence
in the region. It also examines how energy resources have become a central factor in reshaping regional and international
power balances and shaping the new world order.

This study, using an analytical approach, examines the strategic motives and objectives of both the United States and
Russia in competing over Eastern Mediterranean gas, the role of Eastern Mediterranean gas in expanding each party's
influence in the region, and its role in reshaping the new world order.

The study concludes that gas discoveries in the Eastern Mediterranean have transformed it into an arena of geopolitical
and economic conflict between international and regional powers, led by the United States and the Russian Federation. This
competition is not limited to purely economic considerations, but extends to deeper dimensions related to geopolitical
influence, international energy security, and the formation of new regional alliances that impact the sovereignty of states and
the long-term stability of the region.
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